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01.09.21

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
Letter regarding changes around COVID restrictions for this academic year.
I hope that you and your family had a safe and pleasant summer. We look forward to welcoming your son or daughter back to school. 
School starts on a staggered timetable. This will be as follows: 

	
	KS1 / KS2
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Thursday 2nd September 2021

	
	Y7
	Y11
	Y12

	Friday 3rd September 2021

	All primary 
	
	Y10
	Y13

	Monday 6th September 2021

	
	Y8
	Y9
	Y14



As a school we are committed to: 
1. Ensuring good hygiene for everyone. 
2. Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases 
5. Keeping our Health and Safety and risk assessments up to date. 

Some key pointers from the Department for Education:
Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) people are advised to follow the same guidance as everyone else. It is important that everyone adheres to this guidance. 
Social distancing measures have now ended. 
Attendance pupils of all ages (including Post 16) should attend School. 
Children or young people self-isolating or shielding
A small number of pupils and students will be advised to self-isolate because they:
· have symptoms or have had a positive test result
· live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive and are a household contact
· are a close contact of someone who has COVID-19

Our Residential Provision will remain open and, if Pupils need to self-isolate, that can do this at the house. 
Remote learning systems may be used if a young person is self-isolating. Pupils will be supported to learn.
On the taxis masks still need to be worn by pupils aged 11 plus travelling to and from School.
Mixing and ‘bubbles’ will no longer be in place (but may be brought back if a school has an outbreak). In the meanwhile, we are going to try to keep pupils in learning groups (like bubbles), with less mixing than we had pre-COVID.
Tracing close contacts and isolation
From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace and advised to take a PCR test.
18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until they have had the opportunity to be fully vaccinated. At which point, they will be subject to the same rules as adults, and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact.
Face masks will no longer be worn EXCEPT:
· In taxis 
· In crowded places
· If there is an outbreak in your setting 
If there are several confirmed cases within 14 days, this may be classed as an outbreak.
Testing and self-isolating 
When someone develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test
Pupils, students, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate. They should not come into their education setting if they have symptoms or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine or have a positive test).
If anyone in your setting develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, schools should send them home and they should follow public health advice.
If a pupil in a residential setting shows symptoms, they should usually self-isolate in their residential setting so that their usual support can continue, while others may benefit from self-isolating in their family home.
For everyone with symptoms, they should avoid using public transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a member of their family or household.
Asymptomatic testing
Testing. Many of you have returned the letter to agree to your child being tested upon their return to School. To keep themselves and others safe the Department of Education is advising that pupils undergo regular LFD testing. Please contact your son or daughter’s teacher, or the School Medical Department if you would like to receive tests. 
Confirmatory PCR tests
Staff, pupils and students with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate. They will also need to get a PCR test. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the individual can return to their setting, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms.
Those with a negative LFD test result can also continue to attend school or college.
Guidance on site at WKS
• Face masks are optional for staff and pupils, unless on the taxi or in case of outbreak. 
• Students are expected to adhere to the ‘Hands-Face-Space’ rules when in school. These simple and well-recognised rules are central to minimising the transmission of the COVID-19 virus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Classrooms and corridors will be well ventilated. As we are heading into Autumn, we may have one or two colder days. Students should take the precaution of wearing another layer (a white t-shirt under their shirt) to mitigate against this. 
• Lunches will be eaten separately by different age groups
We will be reviewing these restrictions at regular intervals and will notify you in advance of any changes.
In conclusion, 
We are very much attempting to have as normal an experience as possible when back in school, but to this we are going to have to maintain some restrictions to mitigate against disruption to learning due to COVID19 related absences.
As always, thank you for your continued support. We will keep you abreast of any further changes, 

Yours sincerely, 
S. Thomas
Principal/CEO
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